
Do you need a will or  
assistance with your  
financial affairs?
LCE staff members are available to an-
swer questions and provide information 
to help you make decisions about your 
finances and estate. We work with people 
in handling a variety of financial ques-
tions, such as:

•	 Is	the	will	you	currently	have	legal?

•	 Do	you	need	a	new	will	written	or	an	
old	one	changed?

•	 Are	you	having	problems	managing	
forms, checking accounts, or other 
money	matters	and	paperwork?	Do	
you want to appoint a friend or rela-
tive to handle your financial affairs or 
simply to help in sorting and paying 
bills?

If	you	meet	certain	income	guidelines,	
LCE can draft a will for you or advise you 
on the legality of a will you already have. 
We can also work with you to appoint a 
friend or relative to help you. Even if we 
cannot help you directly, we will refer 
you to someone who can.

For more information…
If	you	have	other	questions	or	would	like	
to arrange an appointment, please contact 
us at the address or phone number listed 
below.	Also	feel	free	to	call	if	you	would	
like to arrange for a speaker to inform your 
community organization about the legal 
rights of older people and our services. 

The legal hotline is open between 9:30 a.m. 
and	3:30	p.m.,	Monday	through	Friday.	If	
you are homebound, a visit to your home 
may be arranged. Se habla español.

Legal Counsel for the Elderly 
601 E Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20049 
Telephone: 202-434-2120 
Fax: 202-434-6464

LCE greatly appreciates financial contributions 
to assist the organization in carrying out its work. 
Legal Counsel for the Elderly is a 501(c)(3) corpo-
ration	incorporated	in	the	District	of	Columbia.	
Contributions are tax deductible to the fullest 
extent of the law. To make a financial contribution 
using our secure online donation form, visit us at 
www.aarp.org/lce or send a check made payable to 
Legal Counsel for the Elderly to 601 E Street, NW, 
Washington,	DC	20049.

Legal Counsel for the Elderly (LCE) is a free ser-
vice for people who are 60 or older, live in the 
District	of	Columbia,	and	are	in	need	of	legal	
assistance, ranging from information, educa-
tion or advice to in-depth representation. LCE 
assists	directly,	or	refers,	older	DC	residents	
who have issues in areas including consumer 
protection, health, housing, care in long-term 
care facilities, public benefits, guardianship or 
powers of attorney, wills and estates. Much of 
our work is achieved through the services of ex-
perienced	well-trained	volunteers.	In	addition	
to providing individual assistance, LCE engages 
in large scale systemic reform to improve the 
quality of life for our clients and develops ser-
vice delivery models for other programs. 

Legal Counsel for the Elderly is affiliated with, 
and	supported	by,	AARP,	a	nonprofit,	nonpar-
tisan membership organization dedicated to 
making life better for people 50 and over. LCE 
also	receives	support	from	the	District	of	Co-
lumbia	Office	on	Aging,	the	District	of	Colum-
bia Bar Foundation, and private contributions. 

Legal Counsel 
for the Elderly

If you are 60 or older, live 
in the District of Columbia, 
and think you need a  
lawyer, we can help you.
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Legal Counsel 
for the Elderly
Legal Counsel for the Elderly (LCE) is 
a free service for people who are 60 or 
older,	live	in	the	District	of	Columbia,	
and	are	in	need	of	legal	assistance.	If	you	
are having problems with your housing 
situation or benefits or if you think you 
need a will or help with your finances, 
LCE has lawyers who can work with you 
to find solutions.

What kinds of problems does 
LCE help solve?
LCE handles situations that you might 
run into every day, such as:

•	 Consumer	protection	including	iden-
tity theft and predatory lending.

•	 Social	Security	has	just	cut	off	your	
check, and you are not sure what to do.

•	 Your	landlord	is	trying	to	evict	you,	
and you have nowhere else to live.

•	 You	paid	a	repairman	a	lot	of	money	
to fix your roof, but it still leaks.

•	 You	do	not	have	a	will	but	want	to	
make sure that your niece inherits 
your house.

•	 You	need	help	handling	your	financial	
affairs.

•	 Your	home	is	about	to	be	sold	at	 
foreclosure.

•	 You	want	custody	of	your	grandchil-
dren.

If	you	are	in	a	similar	situation,	our	legal	
staff will work with you directly, or we will 
find a private attorney who will handle 
your case without charge if you meet cer-
tain income and asset guidelines.

What if you have to 
go to court?
LCE can also help if you are threatened 
with a court action, receive a summons to 
appear in court, or even if you think you 
should sue someone. LCE staff and vol-
unteer attorneys regularly represent older 
clients in landlord/ tenant, probate (for 
adult guardianships), and family courts, to 
name a few. We may be able to represent 
you directly or, in certain cases, we will 
refer you to a private attorney. 

Are you getting all the benefits  
you deserve?
Many people are unaware of all the ben-
efits they might be entitled to receive. LCE 
offers a public benefit “check-up” to make 
sure that you are getting all the assistance 
that is available to you, regardless of your 
income, including:

•	 Social Security and Supplemental 
Security Income—monthly checks that 
come in the mail or are directly depos-
ited into your bank account; 

•	 Medicaid—payments for medical ser-
vices (provided when you use your blue 
or white plastic Medicaid card);

•	 Medicare—hospital and medical in-
surance (provided when you use your 
Medicare card, which is white card-
board with red and blue stripes);

•	 Food stamps—an EBT card for buying 
food;

•	 Tax relief—rent refunds and income tax 
credits;

•	 Money	from	your	spouse’s	pension	
if he or she is no longer living in the 
home.

What if you run into 
“red tape?”
Waiting in long lines, filling out confus-
ing forms, and trying to understand gov-
ernment requirements can be frustrating. 
LCE handles many common complaints 
about signing up for benefits and deal-
ing with other government programs, 
including:

•	 “My	Medicaid	card	was	cut	off	be-
cause	they	said	I	made	too	much	
money,	but	I	still	can’t	pay	my	medi-
cal bills.”

•	 “I	was	turned	down	for	disability	ben-
efits.”

•	 “My	landlord	won’t	fix	my	leaky	toilet,	 
but he raised the rent again, and we 
can’t	afford	it.”	

•	 “I	need	someone	to	help	make	medi-
cal	decisions	if	I	get	sick.”	

•	 “They	say	I’ve	been	overpaid,	and	
they’re	cutting	off	my	check.	I	don’t	
understand it!” 

•	 “My	house	is	being	sold	at	a	tax	sale.”

If	you’re	having	these	kinds	of	problems,	
LCE can assist you in communicating 
with the agencies involved and getting 
answers	to	your	questions.	If	your	bene-
fits have been denied, reduced, or cut off, 
we may be able to help you by request-
ing a hearing and representing you at the 
hearing or in court.


