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Legal Counsel for the Elderly  

 Receives the 18th Annual 

Potter Stewart Award 

by JoAnn Mangione  

   Media Relations Manager 

Legal Counsel for the Elderly  

 

 Washington, D.C. - (Feb. 26, 2014)  Legal  Counsel  

for  the Elderly (LCE) is the 2014 winner of  the prestig-

ious Potter Stewart Award bestowed by the Council on 

Court Excellence.  

 

 The Justice Potter Stewart Award, named to honor 

the memory and public service of the late Associate 

Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States, 

was established in 1997 by the Council for Court Excel-

lence (CCE).  The Award recognizes individuals and 

organizations whose work on behalf of the administration 

of justice has made a significant contribution to the law, 

the legal system, the courts, or the administrative process 

in our nation's capital. 

 

 CCE selected Legal Counsel for the Elderly for 

representing the interests of thousands of D.C. seniors 

since its establishment in 1975. The organization's 

recent reform efforts of the city's real property tax sale 

system, exposed in a Washington Post series, led to a sig-

nificant policy victory that will prevent hundreds of older, 

low-income D.C. homeowners from losing their homes. 

 

 “Receiving this award is a significant achievement 

for which we at LCE are very proud.  We are grateful to 

the Council for Court Excellence for  this honor,” says Jan 

May, LCE Executive Director. 

 

 Formed in Washington, D.C. in 1982, the Council 

for Court Excellence is a nonprofit, nonpartisan civic or-

ganization.  The  Council works to improve the administra-

tion of justice in the local and federal courts and related 

(LCE  Potter Stewart Award, continued on page 4) 
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LCE Takes New Paths 

on Elderly Legal Issues 

 by John Murph  

Writer/Editor 

Leadership & Internal  

Communications 

AARP-Real Possibilities  

 

*Reprinted with permission from 

AARP,  Inside AARP, Dec. 4, 2013.  

  

 At Legal Counsel for the 

Elderly, Legal Associate Adrienne 

Buenavista leads a new program 

to help D.C. elderly tenants repair 

or modify their homes. Attorney 

Rochelle Bobroff works on legal 

system reform. Their work may 

become models for the nation. 

 

 For an elderly, Washington, 

D.C.-based, home-bound woman with 
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serious  health issues,  life  was  challenging.  Unable to get out of bed easily, she’s confined 

mostly to her home. The bedroom walls in her apartment were deteriorating because of water 

damage. Her landlord tried to resolve the problem by haphazardly papering the wall, but contin-

ued decay and mold still presented a health hazard. 

 

 This is one of six cases that Legal Associate Adrienne 

Buenavista is handling with the AARP Legal Counsel for 

the Elderly (LCE) with funding by the Borchard Foundation 

Center on Law and Aging, a Salt Lake City-based organization 

that sponsors three fellows each year. 

 

 Adrienne began her role as a Borchard fellow in August 

2013. She is helping LCE launch a project that integrates the 

D.C. Long-Term Care Ombudsman program with LCE’s Alterna-

tives to Landlord/Tenant Court Project. The former advocates 

for quality living for D.C. residents in nursing homes, assisted 

living facilities, apartments and private homes; the latter pro-

vides social work, legal and volunteer coordination to help pre-

vent eviction of elderly D.C. residents.  

 

Training Ombudsmen to Spot Legal Issues 

 “The [Borchard] project will develop a manual with guide-

lines on how to better work with and train ombudsmen and so-

cial workers on issues that threaten [the elderly],” Adrienne 

says. “By gaining a basic knowledge of laws relevant to aging, 

ombudsmen and social workers will be able to anticipate, identi-

fy and refer legal problems to us early to avert the trauma of dis-

placement or eviction.”  

 

 When the District expanded its Long-Term Care Ombudsman Program in 2012 to include 

home health care, ombudsmen became “front-line workers” in a position to spot needs for legal in-

tervention for their clients. Typical problems they discover when investigating home health care 

include landlord-tenant issues and elderly people in need of steps such as assigning power 

of attorney.  

 

 “When the Long-Term Care Ombudsman program encounters seniors with legal issues in 

the community, they will refer them to me [through] the Alternatives to Landlord/Tenant Court 

Project,” Adrienne explains. “I will do a ‘legal health’ assessment with the senior by going through 

a questionnaire that flags various legal issues. If the senior has housing issues, I will take the 

housing case myself. If the senior has non-housing issues, I will refer that case to the relevant 

unit in LCE.” 

 

 In the case of the homebound woman, the landlord’s attempts to make repairs while the 

woman stayed in the bedroom led to her hospitalization for inhaling toxic dust. When the woman 

asked for help from the Long-Term Care Ombudsman program, it in turn sought reasonable ac-

commodations for her under the Fair Housing Act. Adrienne stepped in, and says, “We ended up 

coming up with a creative solution, where first they would clean up the living room and place a 

second hospital bed there. Then she could go out in the living room, while they did the repairs in 

Adrienne Buenavista 

Legal Counsel for the Elderly 
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the bedroom.”   

 

Helping Other States  

 Adrienne hopes to contact 13 other states that have Long-Term Care Ombudsman programs 

that monitor home health care. “This project will be a prototype for expanded Ombudsman Pro-

grams in other states to address unmet legal needs efficiently.”  

 

 She adds, “I hope to offer webinars for other states’ ombudsmen discussing Fair Housing Act, 

protective arrangements and subsidized housing issues. The fact that AARP has an office in every 

state will hopefully facilitate connections to the other ombudsman programs.” 

 

Rochelle: Pursuing Legal Reforms 

 While Adrienne focuses on one-on-one client relations, 

LCE’s new systemic attorney Rochelle Bobroff deals exclu-

sively with legal reform efforts. It’s the first time LCE has had 

an attorney dedicated to those issues.  

 

 Since joining LCE in July 2013, Rochelle has targeted 

four areas: medical marijuana use, same-sex couple benefits, 

elderly abuse, and nursing home and alternative housing. “I 

come up with projects that various people propose to me or that 

emerge from our discussions at the LCE,” she says. 

 

 She concentrates on legal research, with help from pro 

bono attorneys from D.C., to determine whether certain laws 

should be changed and if so, how they should be changed. The 

research process also helps LCE inform the D.C. public on how 

laws affect them. 

 

 Her short-term projects include producing a flyer to come 

out in early 2014 about the change in law regarding same-sex 

couple benefits such as survivor benefits and spousal benefits, 

following the Supreme Court decision that struck down the Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA) in 

June 2013. “I have a law firm that’s drafting a flyer to let our clients know that if [that court deci-

sion] impacts them, they can go and apply for benefits,” Rochelle says.  

 

Marijuana, Nursing Homes 

 Rochelle is tackling another hot-button D.C. issue, medical marijuana. The District passed 

the Legalization of Marijuana for Medical Treatment Amendment Act in May 2010, which comes 

with lots of regulations on dispensaries and how to legally use the marijuana.  

 

 But as Rochelle notes, people living in nursing homes are in a unique situation, because 

they’re not in their own personal homes. “Nursing homes are not only subject to state law but feder-

al law, which continues to criminalize marijuana use. So you’ve got an interface between federal 

law and state law, where D.C. is the state. We’re just trying to understand how they all work to-

gether. The project is concerned with implementation of the law in nursing homes, not changing the 

law. The project will help the ombudsman program at LCE to advise nursing home residents of how 

the new law applies to their situation.” 

Rochelle Bobroff  

 Legal Counsel for the Elderly 

http://certificationclinics.com/dc-medical-marijuana/
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 Rochelle is also adapting “Nursing 

Homes & Alternatives,” a manual regarding 

New York State laws produced by MFY Legal 

Services, Inc., for the District. “It’s a very good 

manual for people who are facing the need for 

greater care or for those who are no longer able 

to live independently,” she explains. The New 

York manual details patient rights for nursing 

homes, home health care and alternative hous-

ing; it lists funding resources available for dif-

ferent facilities; and includes information about 

who to contact for different problems.  The D.C. 

manual will explain the options available to 

D.C. residents. 

 

 Just as LCE does with its other work, 

Rochelle gets help from surrounding law firms 

and students at local law schools, such as 

Georgetown University. “I’m bringing in these 

law-firm resources to help us with complex re-

search questions, then get products that would 

benefit our clients,” she says, “We also do pro-

jects in which we have the law firm work with 

our clients.” 

 

 LCE Vice President Jan May believes 

the addition of Adrienne and Rochelle to the 

organization will “keep LCE on the cutting 

edge of elder law by providing blueprints for 

the future.” 

 

 “The Borchard Fellowship breaks new 

ground in figuring out how best to address the 

significant legal needs of a very vulnerable 

group: people leaving nursing homes and reen-

tering the community,” he explains. “The sys-

temic reform attorney’s work will capitalize on 

LCE’s expertise by identifying and resolving 

larger legal issues on behalf of groups of older 

people in the District and beyond, leveraging 

volunteer legal assistance from the private bar 

to the fullest.”  

 

 

* * * * * 

agencies in the D.C. area. 

 

 Additional awards presented this year 

go to Marc Fleischaker, Chairman Emeritus 

at Arent Fox for his many contributions 

to D.C.’s legal community and to  Pepco 

Holdings, Inc.   

 

 All three honorees will be recognized at 

the 18th Annual Justice Potter Stewart 

Award Dinner on May 8, 2014. 

 

 

* * * * * 

(LCE  Potter Stewart Award, continued from page 1) 
 

Justice Potter Stewart 

Supreme Court of the United States  

1958-1981 

 

http://www.mfy.org/
http://www.mfy.org/
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SYSTEMIC REFORM PROJECTS 

 OFF THE GROUND 

by Rochelle Bobroff 

Senior Attorney for Systemic Reform 

Legal Counsel for the Elderly 

 

 In my first months as Senior Attorney for Systemic Reform, I have been awed by D.C. law firms’ 

amazing commitment to pro bono service.  I began pitching pro bono systemic reform projects in Sep-

tember 2013, and as of the end of February 2014, twenty have been placed.  While all of the firms have 

a presence in D.C., some of the people working on these projects reside in NY, California, and even 

overseas.  We would like to acknowledge with deep appreciation all of the firms and individuals 

working on these projects, which are listed by the date of acceptance.   

 

1. Flyer Publicizing Federal Benefits for D.C. Same-Sex Couples and LCE Hotline Guide  

Manatt: Melinda Dutton, Helen Pfister, Molly Smith, Brandon Solana 

(with translation of flyer into Spanish by Steptoe & Johnson) 

 

2. Researching D.C. Nursing Home Residents’ Rights to Use Medical Marijuana 

 Fried Frank: Richard Ansbacher, Helene Gogadze, Andrew Penman 

 

3. Revising NY’s Nursing Homes & Alternatives Manual for D.C. Residents  

    Covington & Burling: Leeor Baskin, Michael Hopkins, Russell Squire 

 

4. D.C. Medicaid EPD Waiver FOIA Request 

    Steptoe & Johnson: Houda Morad, Seth Watkins 

 

5. Researching Best Practices in 6 Other States’ Power of Attorney Abuse Statutes  

    Williams & Connolly: Lon Musslewhite, Darrell Perry, Sarah Pheasant 

 

6. Researching Due Process Rights of D.C. Residents in Housing Closures  

    Patton Boggs: Suman Chakraborty, Lindsay Faine, Brian Halberg, Zachary Novetski 

 

7. D.C. Nursing Home Discharge Plan Update  

    Norton, Rose, Fulbright: Megan Engel, Mark Faccenda, Erik Swenson 

 

8. Pursuing Remedies for D.C. Senior Scammed by Utility Company  

    Dechert: Paul Friedman, D. Brett Kohlhofer 

 

9. Researching the Rights of D.C. Nursing Home Residents to Refuse Involuntary Medications  

    Dechert: Jeffrey Puretz, Derek Wu 

 

10. Researching Other Jurisdictions’ Rent Control Landlord Hardship Exemptions  

     Crowell & Moring: Barbara Champoux, Timothy Curley, Margot Green, Namrata Kotwani,  

 Jennifer Schlosser 
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11. Comparing Legislative History of States Enacting Laws Regulating Electronic Monitoring of 

Nursing  Home Residents with States Rejecting Such Laws 

Patton Boggs: Benjamin Bartlett, Jennifer Richter 

 

12. Researching Best Practices in 6 Other States’ Laws Regarding Home Modification Programs  

      Covington & Burling: Caroline Brown, Paige Jennings, Philip Peisch 
 
13. Researching Exemptions to Mandatory Meal Plans in Senior Housing Facilities 

      Nixon Peabody: Nathaniel Cushman, Michael Reardon 

 

14. Researching Entitlement to D.C. Emergency Rental Assistance for Residents of Limited Equity  

Coops     

Kirkland & Ellis: Sean Christofferson 

 

15. Researching Best Practices in 6 Other States’ Statutes and/or Cases Utilizing Undue Influence to 

Invalidate Contracts and Gifts 

      Venable: David DeSalle, Bryan Likins, Daniel Malabonga, Tara Potashnik 

 

16. Researching Best Practices in 6 Other States’ Laws Regarding Shared Responsibility Agreements in 

Assisted Living Facilities 

      BuckleySandler: Pavitra Bacon, John Kromer 

 

17. Researching Punitive Damages Awards in Landlord/Tenant Cases 

BuckleySandler: Joseph Kolar, Sasha Leonhardt, David Rivera 

 

18. Analyzing New Federal Regulations Regarding Medicaid Home and Community Based Services for 

Applicability to Unlicensed Congregate Settings 

      Manatt: Ashley Antler, Jocelyn Guyer, Helen Pfister, Tanya Schwartz 

 

19. Researching D.C. Law Regarding Medicaid Recoupment of Tort Damages Awards Received by Nurs-

ing Home Residents 

      Hunton & Williams: Matthew McLellan 

 

20. Researching Remedies Under D.C. Law When Condo Associations Do Not Pay For Repairs 

      Cooley: Geraldine Muir, Colleen Snow 
 
 Three of the projects have been completed.  The Manatt Same Sex Benefits flyer is being 

distributed at LCE outreach events to inform the D.C. community of available benefits, while 

the Manatt Hotline Guide provides a helpful summary of potential benefits.  LCE’s housing 

unit is utilizing the Patton Boggs research memo regarding Due Process rights during housing clo-

sures in litigation briefings.  The Kirkland & Ellis memo regarding D.C. Emergency Rental Assistance 

will support the efforts of LCE’s housing unit to prevent the denial of benefits and may also serve as a 

basis for proposing regulatory changes.  We look forward to the completion of the other listed projects 

and expect to be developing many new projects in the coming months.  Pro Bono Coordinators can ob-

tain a list of available projects by contacting me at rbobroff@aarp.org or (202) 434-2068.     

mailto:rbobroff@aarp.org
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=disabled+people&view=detail&id=1D2E9813656EE61BE88EA01998E7B1E538AF2943&first=121&qpvt=disabled+people&qft=+filterui%3aphoto-clipart&FORM=IDFRIR
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Pro Bono Volunteer Spotlight:  

Katherine Gomer of Fried Frank 

by Aaron M. Knight 

LCE Development Director 

Within a year of joining the firm, Katherine Gomer, an associate at Fried, Frank, 

Harris, Shriver & Jacobson LLP who specializes in mergers and acquisitions, volunteered to 

handle her first pro bono matter with Legal Counsel for the Elderly. While Katherine had some 

prior experience in working on pro bono matters as one member of a larger team, this was the 

first pro bono matter that she accepted on her own. 

 

Katherine graciously agreed to share her story because she had such a positive experi-

ence working on this matter.  She also wanted to encourage others to consider taking pro bono 

matters from LCE, particularly matters that might seem like they are “outside your comfort 

zone.” 

 

Katherine was inspired to take this pro bono matter from 

LCE because she was looking for a way to give back to the 

community, and she was drawn to this particular opportunity of 

helping an older person living of modest means to “right a wrong” 

that had been done to her.  Fried Frank has a long, proud, and 

distinguished history of service, and the firm strongly supports 

and encourages pro bono work.  Katherine rightly sees herself as 

continuing in the tradition of Sargent Shriver and others at the 

firm who choose to devote their time and legal skills to those who 

are simply unable to afford any attorney.  Plus, LCE’s pro bono 

matter provided her with a wonderful opportunity to gain valua-

ble experience in an area of the law that she otherwise would not 

have encountered. 

 

Karen Grisez, Public Service Counsel at Fried Frank, who spearheads the firm’s pro 

bono efforts in D.C., kindly shared Katherine’s brief description of her pro bono work. Approxi-

mately two years ago, a woman in D.C. who was well into her 80’s had been required by her 

apartment manager to relocate from her longtime home to a different apartment.  Her furniture 

was damaged during the move, and she simply wanted her landlord to pay for the repairs.  

However, the property manager was giving her the runaround, which prompted her to seek 

help from LCE. 

 

Initially, Katherine attempted to reach an amicable settlement with the management 

company because her client’s requests were both reasonable and modest.  However, the compa-

ny remained unresponsive despite Katherine’s numerous requests for a meeting.  At that point, 

Katherine had no choice but to file a civil action against the property manager in D.C. Superior 

Court.  Then on the afternoon before the scheduled hearing, the property manager agreed to 

settle the suit.  Katherine negotiated a settlement agreement on terms that met all of 

 

Katherine Gomer  

Fried Frank LLP 
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her client’s requests. 

 

Throughout this experience, Katherine learned a great deal about the struggles faced by 

all too many in our local community. She explained, “My client and I talked on the phone eve-

ry week, and she really taught me a lot about the needs of the community.  She was quite de-

termined in her goals and understandably upset about how she was being treated. She’d lived 

in her same home for over 50 years where she and her late husband had raised their family 

together. She didn’t ask to move.  And for her, it was much more a matter of principle. She 

wanted to be shown respect and to be treated with dignity, which was more important than 

the dollar amount of her damaged property.” 

 

Fried Frank Partner Barry Nigro supervised Katherine’s pro bono work. He oversees 

a great deal of the pro bono matters that the firm’s D.C. office handles.  Katherine had not 

worked with Barry before because they were in different practice groups. She appreciated the 

additional benefit of taking a pro bono matter that gave her the opportunity to work 

with Barry. 

 

Katherine noted that she “made a lot of phone calls and wrote a lot of letters” in han-

dling the matter, which lasted approximately six months.  She also learned quite a lot about 

D.C. civil claims and small claims processes.  “I was extremely pleased to have achieved such a 

successful outcome, securing for this aggrieved senior all that we asked for.” 

 

When asked what she would tell someone who is thinking about taking a pro bono mat-

ter from LCE, Katherine replied:  “Get out of your comfort zone and try something different — 

that’s the best way to learn.  Doing pro bono work is a wonderful opportunity to get direct cli-

ent contact and help someone who wouldn’t otherwise have access to justice. ” 

 

Thank you, Katherine and Fried Frank! 

 

 

Pro Bono Volunteer Spotlight: 

 Katherine Gomer of Fried Frank 
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Note of Gratitude  

 

 
*Reprinted with express permission from 

 the client and BuckleySandler LLP  

 

November 1, 2013 

 

Joseph M. Kolar 

Partner 

BuckleySandler LLP 

1250 24th Street NW, Suite 700 

Washington, D.C. 20037 

 

 

  RE: PRO BONO PROJECT  

                       Darryl A. Toler, Esq.  

         Eloise V. Stewart, Esq. 

 

 

Dear Mr. Kolar: 

 

 This letter serves to highlight the exemplary legal service that I received from Attorneys 

Darryl A. Toler and Eloise V. Stewart. 

 

 As my counsel through the Legal Counsel for the Elderly, provided by AARP, I was provided 

assistance in the preparation of the following: a Simple Will, a Financial Power of Attorney and a 

Health Care Power of Attorney. During the course of my representation, each document was read 

and executed carefully before I was asked to authorize its use and release. 

 

 The sense of relief that I felt after completion of these documents can not be fully expressed. 

A humble "thank you" to BuckleySandler LLP, the Legal Counsel for the Elderly, Attorneys 

Darryl A. Toler and Eloise V. Stewart, and you, Mr. Kolar for authorization of this project. 

 

Respectfully yours, 

 

[client’s name redacted] 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=letters&view=detail&id=38171C1D2E4B4246CE28BFFB5C460FEAC788D436&first=91&qpvt=letters&qft=+filterui%3aphoto-clipart&FORM=IDFRIR
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FROM THE DOCKET  

CROWELL & MORING LLP 

& LCE CO-COUNSEL PRO BONO 

SUBSTANTIAL REHABILITATION CASE 

TO THWART EXORBITANT  

RENT INCREASE 

  
By Sheryl R. Miller 

Senior Attorney 

Legal Counsel for the Elderly  
  

  

           Supervisory Legal Aid Attorney Jennifer 

Berger met with a low-income senior who 

had recently learned that the new owner of her 

apartment building intended to drastically in-

crease her rent to "substantially rehabilitate" 

the building.  Several  elderly tenants resided in 

the building. Unfortunately, they all faced the 

same fate. The client was quite distressed about 

the prospect of ultimately being evicted or be-

coming homeless because she could not afford to 

pay additional rent each month.  

  

             Based on her preliminary investigation, 

Ms. Berger learned that this older apartment 

building needed major repairs due to the long-

time presence of numerous D.C. Housing Code 

infractions, which the previous owner had failed 

to remedy. It appeared that the new landlord 

had filed a "substantial rehabilitation petition," 

with the D.C. Office of Administrative Hearings 

(OAH),  requesting permission to increase the 

rent to 125 percent to help offset the costs of 

renovating his recently purchased build-

ing.          

  

            Ms. Berger asked for pro bono legal as-

sistance to co-counsel the case. Senior Counsel 

Peter Work and Associate Linn Redway of 

Crowell & Moring accepted the challenge of 

co-counseling this case with Ms. Berger.  Be-

fore the hearing, the Crowell & Moring 

attorneys drafted a Motion for Summary Adjudi-

cation to argue the impropriety of the substan-

tial rehabilitation petition, arguing that the 

housing provider illegally began repair work 

without proper permits and without first get-

ting approval for the substantial rehabilita-

tion petition. 

  

            The housing provider dismissed the 

petition before the motion was adjudicated. 

As a result,  the proposed  rent increas-

es —from $650 to $812.50 per month for 

one tenant and from $775 to $968.75  for 

another — never went into effect.  The new 

owner  made repairs for those  clients re-

questing them.  Thank you so much to Crowell 

& Moring attorneys, Peter Work and Linn 

Redway, for their invaluable pro bono work, 

which enabled these low-income seniors to 

remain in their homes.  

  

 

 

 * * * * *  



 

 

 
The following members of AARP Legal Counsel for the Elderly’s pro bono panel selflessly volunteered 

to prepare Last Will & Testaments and/or Financial and Health Care Powers of Attorney for low-

income, older D.C. residents.  Legal Counsel for the Elderly greatly appreciates its dedicated volunteer attor-

neys and paralegals. Without the altruism of our pro bono panel, scores of disenfranchised seniors would be 

unable to ensure that their affairs will be handled according to their wishes expressed in wills and 

advance directives. 
  

 Advance directives provide our low-income clients immeasurable “peace of mind” that a trusted family 

member or close friend will handle their finances and/or make critical health decisions for them in the event of 

incapacity.  Older persons who become incompetent and lack advance directives could be subjected to costly, 

and right-depriving, legal guardianship or conservatorship proceedings. 

  

 Thanks to our pro bono panel, the Pro Bono Project has the capacity to provide competent legal repre-

sentation in advance directives cases.  Congratulations and a hearty “thank you” to all of the attorneys and 

law firms listed below for their exemplary pro bono work, with special thanks to those who visited homebound 

clients.  We still have many low-income seniors on our waiting list for wills and powers of 

attorney. Please volunteer to help by emailing us at VLP@aarp.org. 
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William S. Andrews, Nixon Peabody LLP 

Sonya N. Armfield 

Nicholas K Austin, Foley & Lardner LLP 

Linda Auwers, Volunteer Attorney, Legal  

 Counsel for the Elderly 

Joseph A. Baldinger, Cohen, Baldinger & 

Greenfield LLP 

Rebecca Bazan, Fulbright & Jaworski LLP  

Elisabeth M. Bentziger, Sutherland LLP – 

Home Visit 

Lauren Castaldi, United States Department of  

Justice  

Joyce Chang, Milbank LLP 

David Chavkin, American University,  

Washington School of Law 

Richard B. Clifford, Perkins Coie LLP 

Stephanie D’Angelo 

Christina Davis, WilmerHale LLP 

Joseph P. Derrigo Jr., Foley & Lardner LLP 

Emily Feders, Nixon Peabody LLP 

Allison Foley, Venable LLP 

Jennifer Forde, Foley & Lardner LLP 

Mavis Gragg, BuckleySandler LLP 

Michael A. Grow, Arent Fox LLP 

Mark Hageman, Dickstein Shapiro LLP 

Kurt J. Hamrock, McKenna Long & Aldridge LLP 

Sherille Ismail, Federal  Communications   

Commission 

Richard F. Jackson, Wilmer Hale LLP 

Molly F. James, Troutman Sanders LLP 

Alima Joned, Foley Hoag LLP 

Jay Jurata, Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP 

Mark Kass, Nixon Peabody LLP 

Joe Kolar, BuckleySandler LLP 

Pamela L. Kopp, Arent Fox LLP 

Hank Lindsley, BuckleySandler LLP 

Dawn Livingston, Keller and Heckman LLP 

Seth Locke, Perkins Coie LLP 

Tonya D. Love, Metropolitan Washington 

Council-AFL-CIO 

PRO BONO WILLS & POWERS OF ATTORNEY 

Closed July 2013 - December 2013 
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PRO BONO WILLS & POWERS OF ATTORNEY 

Closed July 2013 - December 2013 

Sunit Talapatra, Foley & Lardner LLP 

Patricia H. Talbott, Nixon Peabody LLP 

James Votaw, Manatt, Phelps & Phillips LLP 

Jordan Ware, Bryan Cave LLP 

Ivan Wasserman, Manatt, Phelps & Phillips LLP 

Kenneth B. Weiner, Nixon Peabody LLP  

Megan Wernke 

John Williams, BuckleySandler LLP 

Jami Wyatt, AARP, Office of General Counsel 

Tianran Yan, Foley & Lardner LLP 

Jean T. Yin, Venable LLP 

Brian M. Zimmet, Venable LLP  

Michael Zoeller, United States Department of  

Justice  

Stephen Maebius, Foley & Lardner LLP 

Michael McGonnigal, Catholic University,  

Advocacy for the Elderly Legal Clinic 

Bradley Miliauskas, Alston & Bird LLP   

Elliott S. Milstein, American University,  

Washington College of Law 

Bethany G. Ming, Perkins Coie LLP 

Michael F. Morrone, Keller and Heckman LLP 

Faith Mullen, Catholic University, Advocacy for 

the Elderly Legal Clinic 

Kevin M. Murphy, Carr Maloney P.C. 

Benjamin Neaderland, WilmerHale LLP 

Whitney Nicholas, BuckleySandler LLP 

Tiffany Nichols, Venable LLP  

Ryan H. Olden, United States Customs and  

Border Protection 

Deanne Ottaviano, Arent Fox LLP 

Lauren J. Parker, Orrick Harrington & Sutcliffe LLP 

Robert F. Parr, Venable LLP 

Shiwali Patel 

Damon C. Patton, Ackerman Brown LLP 

Robert J. Patton, RJ Patton Legal Services, Inc. 

David L. Ridenour, Orrick, Herrington & 

Sutcliffe LLP 

Rosetta Robins, AARP Services, Inc. 

John N. Rodock, Ober|Kaler 

Leslie A. Rowley, United States Army 

  Environmental Litigation Branch 

Alejandro L. Sarria, McKenna Long & Aldridge LLP 

Stephanie Schlatter, BuckleySandler LLP 

Susan Schmidt, Manatt, Phelps & Phillips LLP 

David C. Shockley, Skadden, Arps, Slate, 

Meagher & Flom LLP 

Alexandra Solomon 

Sarah Stanton, United States Air Force 

Eloise V. Stewart, BuckleySandler LLP 

LaToya Sutton, Manatt, Phelps & Phillips LLP 



 

 

LAW FIRMS 

 

AARP, OFFICE OF GENERAL COUNSEL  

Dan Koslofsky and Erik Goodman of Legal 

Counsel for the Elderly successfully defended 

a low-income senior against a lawsuit over a car 

repossession. The attorneys argued that the plain-

tiff did not properly plead the case and failed to 

send legally adequate repossession notices to the 

client, and the judge dismissed the case.  

 

AARP, STATE AND NATIONAL GROUP 

Rawle Andrews reached a favorable settlement 

for his client in a predatory lending matter. 

 

BACON, THORNTON & PALMER LLP 

Sean Werner represented an elderly client in a 

lawsuit against a utility agency over severe flood-

ing and water damage in her home due to a broken 

water main pipe.  The parties settled the case in 

D.C. Superior Court. 

 

BAKER BOTTS LLP 

Kathryn Kelley, Laura Newland, formerly with 

Legal Counsel for the Elderly, and Sara Kropf, 

formerly of Baker Botts, represented a disabled 

client whose home was at risk of foreclosure due to 

unresolved real property taxes. The client obtained 

a favorable settlement. 

 

BAKER & McKENZIE LLP 

Katie Marcusse and Kristyn Medina expertly 

handed a low-income senior’s income tax case in 

which the attorneys secured tax refunds for their 

client from the District of Columbia and Pennsyl-

vania.  

 

Kent Stackhouse, Alisa Goodwin and Tinya 

Holt offered to handle a client’s pro bono income 

tax matter. 

 

CADWALADER LLP 

Kathryn Borgeson and Timothy Brown advised 

a client in a debt collection matter. 

 

COOLEY LLP  

Andrew Keith and Bill Brow helped a vulnera-

ble senior whose roofing contractor failed to fulfill 

the terms of their contract and performed sub-

standard work. 

 

Grace Kwon secured a favorable settlement to 

resolve a low-income senior’s unresolved tax liabil-

ity with the Internal Revenue Service and the 

D.C. Department of Taxation & Revenue.  

 

CROWELL & MORING LLP 

Peter Work, Linn Redway, and Jennifer 

Berger of Legal Counsel for the Elderly success-

fully defended a group of elderly and disabled 

low-income clients against their new landlord’s 

effort to “substantially rehabilitate” their apart-

ment building. 

 

Aryeh Portnoy and Linda Popejoy enabled an 

elderly, low-income grandmother to secure perma-

nent custody over her grandson.  

 

Monica Welt offered to locate an unlicensed home 

contractor who owed funds to a needy senior. Ms. 

Welt then assisted another client with her home 

improvement case. 

 

DLA PIPER LLP 

Richard Cohn and Sheryl Miller of Legal Coun-

sel for the Elderly handled a deed matter for a dis-

abled senior who had advanced stages of cancer.  

The client was the last survivor on the deed to her 

home, which was titled as joint tenancy with right 

of survivorship with her deceased brothers. Before 

filing a D.C. Transfer on Death deed to avoid pro-

bate, Mr. Cohn filed a deed to transfer sole title to 

the client.   

 

JACKSON & CAMPBELL P.C. 

Roy Kaufmann successfully assisted a client 

with her senior citizen tax relief appeal.  The 

client secured the tax relief sought, and she re-

ceived a large refund check from D.C. 

 

PATTON BOGGS LLP 

Hannibal Williams II Kemerer created and 

filed a new deed on his client’s behalf after secur-

ing the signature of the client’s former wife who 
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had moved to Hong Kong.  Mr. Kemerer then draft-

ed a prenuptial marriage contract for this client 

and his fiancé. 

 

PILLSBURY LLP 

Laura Bourgeois assisted an elderly client whose 

belongings were damaged in a fire in his apart-

ment. The case was settled and the client received 

compensation. 

 

SEYFARTH SHAW LLP 

Richard J. Hamilton III negotiated and resolved 

a boundary line dispute in a client’s favor. The en-

croaching fence was relocated entirely onto the ad-

joining landowner’s property, which preserved the 

elderly client’s interest in her property.  

 

STEPTOE & JOHNSON LLP 

Shawn Davisson conducted legal research 

regarding jurisdiction issues for Attorney Rebekah 

Mason of Legal Counsel for the Elderly. 

 

Dianna Muth helped a formerly homeless client 

resolve her tax issues. 

 

Christian Pearson advised a client concerning an 

employment discrimination claim that she had filed 

with the Equal Employment Opportunity Commis-

sion (EEOC). 

 

Walker Johnson negotiated with the Internal 

Revenue Service (IRS) on behalf of a low-income 

grandmother who had correctly claimed her grand-

son as her dependant on her income tax filings. 

 

VENABLE LLP 

Lindsey Heitger and Margaret Selwood  of 

Venable LLP with Sheryl Miller and Linda Au-

wers of Legal Counsel for the Elderly represented 

a disabled homebound senior. The firm drafted a 

deed to sever the joint tenancy with the client’s 

sister and convert it to a tenancy-in-common.  The 

team then drafted and recorded the client’s D.C. 

Transfer on Death Deed to enable the client’s 

heirs to avoid probate. 

 

LAW SCHOOLS 

 

AMERICAN UNIVERSITY-WASHINGTON  

COLLEGE OF LAW  

Elliott Milstein and his law students successful-

ly assisted a client who had a dispute with the co-

owner of his home regarding unpaid property tax-

es. In a second case, Mr. Milstein and his law stu-

dents successfully represented an elderly client in 

a probate matter, which lasted over five years.  

The senior was the beneficiary of a house under 

his close friend’s will. In probate, certain surviv-

ing nieces and nephews challenged the will’s va-

lidity.  Mr. Milstein and his students resolved the 

matter to the client’s satisfaction. 
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